Richard Ward - Mayor 

Hurst, TX

First, thanks to each and everyone of you who took the time to express your concerns about my membership in the Mayors Against Illegal Guns (MAIG).  It is only through communication that we can have an understanding of why each of us acts in the manner that we do.  I hope that the following will help you to better understand why I am a proud member of MAIG and put your mind at ease. I am not aware of any member of MAIG who is anti-gun nor has any intention of messing with second amendment rights.  It is truly tragic that the NRA has taken it upon itself to issue out and out lies and urge you to have your Mayor drop out of MAIG.  They should instead be encouraging you to have your Mayor play a greater part in getting illegal guns off of the street and out of the hands of criminals.

Next, thanks so much for the courtesy and well written letters.  I received only three or four that were rude and/or threatening.  I received about 20 emails, eight telephone calls, and a few personal contacts requesting that I resign from MAIG.  For what it is worth, that represents about two percent of the citizens who voted in the last Mayoral election.  I have to ask, "Would you want me to drop any program based on only two percent of the people who voted"?  I have no reason to believe that even half (based on the voter count vs. eligible voters) of you voted in the last mayoral election, so that drops it to one percent of you that voted.  Do one percent (or ten people) of you think that you have the right to demand that I drop out of any organization or discontinue any activity that serves 38,000 citizens? 

Many of you referred to MAIG as “that anti-gun Bloomberg group”.  Even though Mayor Bloomberg was one of the founders of MAIG, it is certainly not the Bloomberg group/coalition.  MAIG consists of Mayors from about 500 cities from the East to the West coast.  If you must title our group and prefer not to use our official name, please call us the American Mayors Against Illegal Guns Group, not the Bloomberg Coalition.  We are anything but anti-gun.  The NRA has done a great job of vilifying Mayor Bloomberg and MAIG. For the life of me, I cannot understand why.  I have had contact with many of the Mayors in the group and I have yet to hear one of them even mention the word anti-gun. 

 I think that Texans are the most intelligent and fact seeking group that I have ever dealt with.  For that reason, I have put together a paper that will summarize MAIG and its intent. I hope that you will read it in detail.  I am very certain that you will have a different opinion of MAIG.  If your concerns are not put to rest or at least eased somewhat, please let me know and I will try to better explain our purpose and goals.

But first... if you would please answer a few questions.  These are not just rhetorical questions; I would really like an answer from you.

· Why are you so ready to believe what the NRA has published and ignore your Mayor who has worked so hard for you for the last five years?
· Why do you think your Mayor would belong to a group that would try to take your guns?  What other source besides the NRA or its members has told you so?
· Has your Mayor ever knowingly let you down or lied to you?
· Did you vote in the last Mayoral election?  Extra points if you can come within 100 votes of how many citizens voted for me.
A short paragraph about me will help you to better understand me and why you should have no fear of me ever trying to take your guns.  I am a proud Korean Era veteran that served three years in the U.S. Army of which two and one half years was spent overseas.  I was a marksman with military weapons.  I have seven guns in my home; three pistols and four shotguns.  I took my son and two grandsons to a gun school in July so that they may be better marksman and have a better understanding of gun safety.  I had a license to carry a concealed weapon for about ten years and carried the weapon for ten years.  It was by shear accident that I let my license expire.  I plan to re-apply before the end of this year if time allows.  I have hunted all of my life when time and location permitted. I have been a member of the Republican Party for forty years.  Does this sound like someone who is anti-gun and wants to take your guns from you?
 

It is through being a member of MAIG that I can know what we are doing and voice my objections if I disagree with MAIG leadership.  For example, MAIG did not take a position on reinstating the assault weapons ban.  Some of our members opposed it and some supported it.  We also remained neutral in the Heller case that came before the Supreme Court in 2008.  This was the case brought before the Supreme Court to allow D.C. citizens to own private weapons.  (There is always going to be some zealot that is going to file a suit against or for something).  Once again, some MAIG members opposed it, others supported it.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, I could go on and on, but I told you I would answer your questions.  I encourage you to read the articles written by both the NRA and MAIG.  I found a wealth of information in Wilkipedia and encourage you to Google or Bing the web sites that are available in this neutral publication.

I am not anti-gun and will fight to the death for your right to keep your legal guns.  I stand with Charlton Heston in the "cold dead finger statement." 

Now to your questions.

· Michael and Peggy - If you will read the attached and research the web, and still have questions, please let me know.
· Bobbie – How disappointing that someone with as long of a relationship that our families have had would make such a statement without at least talking to me.  Why were you so ready to believe the NRA and why did you have to threaten?
· Leon – Thank you for your call to ask what this NRA thing is all about instead of jumping to the wrong conclusion.
· David S. - I hope this will un-perplex you.  I am still the same person.
· Richard - I do support law abiding citizens as you requested.
· Jim - I am glad you are a citizen of Hurst.  I think I have explained my position.  If not, please let me know.  But, let me say once more, I am not anti-gun.
· Pat - Even though you are not a Hurst citizen I appreciate your courteous letter.  MAIG is not an anti-gun organization regardless of what the NRA would have you believe.
· James – Thank you for your polite and nice letter.  After reading the attached information you will see that I already actively support all individual’s second amendment rights.
· Pete - MAIG is not anti-gun and certainly not against any gun that is legal and not in the hands of criminals.  I have to question your statements about Will Wynn.  Surely, I would have read about an incident such as you described in some newspaper or on some newscast.  Can you send me some more info?
· No Spam - thanks for taking the time to read about me.  I am a pretty boring person in general and I admire you for learning about me.  You saw nothing about me that would lead you to believe I was anti-gun because I am not anti-gun.  As you read this "too long" paper, you will have a better understanding of both me and MAIG.
· Jim - Finally, the response to your very nice and intelligent written letter I promised you.  I would appreciate any comments you might have.
· Gary - I am supportive of your second amendment rights as are all members of MAIG.  Once again, you have believed the lies the NRA has spread.  I am opposed to reciprocity.  I do not want someone who has not passed our rigid Texas (or the equivalent) laws to carry being able to do so.  As you know, some states have no restrictions and all one has to do is go buy the gun. bring it to Texas and start toting.  I cannot believe that you want this.
· Homer - I have read your attachment and once again I remind you that MAIG and I are not in favor of control of any second amendment rights.
· James - You must get it out of your head, this is not the "Bloomberg Group".  It is Mayors from coast to coast who are trying to get illegal guns off of the street. And please do not try to compare apples and oranges.  I joined this group so that I could be a part of the group that does something about illegal guns and guns in the hands of criminals.
· Phil - Thank you for your concerns.  I believe that after you read all of this paper, you will have no trouble with my being a part of MAIG.
· Lynn - Thank you for your concerns.  It is my intent to stay a proud member of MAIG unless someone can provide information that we are anti-gun.  Of course, it goes without saying that this does not include the NRA.  I will include them in my decision if they will just quote the truth and not lie about the issues.
· Richard - Why do some of you NRA folks have to threaten?  I joined MAIG almost four years ago.  In that four years, I have never heard nor seen the word anti-gun at any our meetings or correspondence.  Other than the lies from the NRA, where have you been getting your information that we are second amendment rights enemies. Quite to the contrary, there is probably not a group who supports second amendment rights more than MAIG.  We are only enemies of the illegal guns and guns in the hands of criminals.
· Bob - How does one get so much distaste in ones mouth?  I will simply respond by saying, "MAIG is not anti-gun or anti-second amendment rights."  I do resent your talking about my good friend Oscar Trevino.  Anyone who knows him could not possibly spout the vitriol that you did.  My guess is that you either owe him money or he voted against one of your projects.
· Mary Sue - I appreciate your concerns.  After reading the following "with an open mind", I believe that you will have a totally different feeling about me and MAIG.
· Leo -   Once again, this is not Mayor Bloomberg's group.  It is a group of mayors from coast to coast who wants to rid the streets of illegal guns and criminals who have guns.
· Randy - I beg you to quit thinking of our group as the Bloomberg group. It is a group of mayors from coast to coast who wants to rid the streets of illegal guns and criminals who have guns.
· James - As I ask Richard (above) in my response to him, why do you NRA people have to threaten.  Do you really think I am concerned if I am not re-elected?  You have had four chances to get me out of office over the last 10 years, but all of sudden when the NRA sends you a card, you act as if I am your worst enemy.  In reality, I am one of your best friends because I am trying to make our city a safer place by getting illegal guns off of the street and out of the hands of criminals.  Think about and remember the word, “illegal".
· Bob - After you read this paper, I believe that you will say, "I did not give my usual detailed thought before I sent this email".
· Renee - Your telephone conversation with me still stands out because of what you said.  You said, “I really do not understand all of this stuff.  If you will send me some information, I will read and try to understand why you have joined MAIG."  Well, here it is and I look forward to hearing from you.  I hope that this helps you understand why I am a proud member of MAIG.
And to all of you.  Once again, thank you for your interest in a safer and better city.  I have worked hard for you for the last several years and will continue to do so, but I will not yield, as many politicians have, because of a response to a simple post card from the NRA.  By the way, I am a member, but not a proud member of the NRA.

So, please try to read all of the literature and my stand that is included in this email.  If you have any questions or need more detail, I will be happy to try to get it to you.  However, time will not permit me to spend the amount of time I have spent in putting this paper together.  I will remind you one more time.  I will not resign from MAIG.  It is up to you to do as you wish.  But... I will never try to take your guns from you.

God bless you and your family and know that I am doing what I can to help you keep your second amendment rights and keep your city safe.  

Please read all of the following material.  It is lengthy but answers those questions that you have asked. I will be happy to mail or email this material to anyone who wishes.


Richard

Information from MAIG Officers:

In recent days, the National Rifle Association has begun actively pushing its members to contact members of Mayors Against Illegal Guns in an effort to convince them to resign their coalition membership. This seems to be a reaction to the coalition’s successful effort last month to help defeat legislation in the U.S. Senate that would have overridden the authority of individual states to decide whether to recognize concealed carry permits from out-of-state residents who have criminal records or cannot meet in-state safety training requirements. We are pleased to report that in the wake of the coalition’s successful effort to defend the rights of cities and states, more than 20 additional mayors have joined Mayors Against Illegal Guns. 

Unfortunately, some of the messages that have been circulating in recent days contain serious misrepresentations of what we stand for. This coalition is based on a shared belief that protecting Second Amendment rights is completely compatible with vigorous law enforcement strategies that will help keep guns out of the hands of criminals. That is why we have focused our efforts on helping law enforcement gain greater access to federal data on the origins of guns used in crimes (“trace data”), and closing gaps in the federal background check system. For instance, we worked with Congress after the Virginia Tech tragedy to ensure that more mental health records are included in the FBI background check system. And right now, we are working to close two glaring loopholes: one that allows criminals to buy guns at gun shows without a background check, and one that allows those on the FBI’s terrorist watch list to buy guns.

The coalition has not taken any position on issues that do not affect our central mission of keeping guns out of the hands of criminals. That’s why we have not taken a position on reinstating the assault weapons ban; some of our members support it, and some oppose it.  It’s also why the coalition remained neutral in the Heller case that came before the Supreme Court in 2008; again, some members supported the litigation, while others opposed it.

Building a coalition of mayors with diverse political viewpoints but with one common goal – keeping guns out of the hands of criminals – has been our primary goal from the beginning.  Mayors understand that the endless ideological debate on guns that goes on in Washington is typically more about electoral politics than local law enforcement.  The coalition is focused on pragmatic policies that crack down on crime, and we resist any and all attempts – by elected officials, gun control groups, and gun rights groups – to force us to pick ideological sides. 

You might be interested in the following editorials, statements and press releases from mayors concerning MAIG.  These can be found on the Internet.

        Editorials:
o       Yakima Herald-Republic, Yakima, WA, September 16, 2009

o       The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead, Fargo, ND, September 15, 2009

· Valdosta Daily Times, Valdosta, GA, September 13, 2009 

        Newspaper Articles:

o       Daytona Beach News-Journal, September 17, 2009

o       Yakima Herald Republic, Yakima, WA, September 15, 2009

o       York Daily Record, York, PA, September 14, 2009 

o       The Item, Sumter, SC, September 15, 2009 

        Television Web Site Stories and Video Clips:

o       Tallahassee, FL CBS Affiliate, WCTV, September 17, 2009

o       Sumter, SC NBC Affiliate, WISTV, September 15, 2009

o       Mobile, AL Fox News Affiliate, FOX 10, September 15, 2009

        Statements, Letters, and Press Release From Mayors:
o       “Mayor’s Corner” Blog Posting by Mayor Larry Gilbert, Lewiston, ME

 

Coalition’s Position on Concealed Carry Reciprocity: According to news accounts, the NRA has cited the coalition’s success in defeating the Thune National Concealed Carry Reciprocity Amendment as a main impetus for launching the postcard campaign. 

We wanted to reiterate that the coalition does not oppose the rights of law-abiding citizens to obtain concealed carry permits. Coalition mayors came together to oppose the Thune Amendment because it would usurp the rights of state and local law enforcement to determine appropriate requirements for concealed carry permits, forcing states to honor permits from states with the lowest concealed carry permit standards.
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 September 15, 2009

Mayors Against Illegal Guns Members: 

As a former lineman for the Washington Redskins, I’ve both given and taken some hard hits in my day. And when they were within the rules, I accepted it as part of the game. But one thing I never liked was intimidation, and cheap shots. It seldom happened, but when it did, I did not hesitate in responding decisively. There will always be people out there who will try to intimidate and bully you. 

Now, as President of the American Hunters and Shooters Association (AHSA), I'm seeing intimidation and cheap shots aimed at you. The NRA has been sending false information about what all of you, and your coalition of Mayors Against Illegal Guns, stand for. And those cheap shots disappoint me, but you need to take them head on. 

My organization, AHSA, is first and foremost committed to protecting the Second Amendment rights of every law-abiding citizen. Our research tells us that law abiding gun owners believe they have the right to own a gun of their choice, but with that right comes civic responsibility. They also believe criminals and terrorists and people who could harm themselves and others do not have a constitutional right to own a gun and that communities should be safe where ever they may be. Yes, those are mainstream values for most of America's gun owners.

I understand there is a divide between urban communities, where guns are seen as a source of crime, and rural communities where gun ownership is simply a way of life. AHSA’s support of you, and Mayors Against Illegal Guns, is a first step in bridging that gap and helping foster the respect and dialogue necessary to protect both gun-rights, and citizens. 

Even though we may disagree with you on some issues, that does not preclude us from working together to foster true progress. As I have shared with you, we are willing to be there with you at the table, and work together. I have always believed that together we can find common ground and build consensus on gun issues. 

In my work with AHSA, I have found one thing to be true: gun owners respect an honest dialogue, but they don’t respect those who try to distort facts and intimidate others. At AHSA, we believe in standing strong for what’s right, and I hope you’ll continue to stand strong for Mayors Against Illegal Guns and its logical approach to fighting crime. 

Thanks, 

Ray Schoenke
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 5 Myths and Facts about Mayors Against Illegal Guns: 

Myth 1: Mayors Against Illegal Guns is actually an anti-all-guns group. 

Fact: False. The coalition strongly supports the Second Amendment rights of law-abiding Americans to own guns. We also support common-sense, constitutional policies to keep guns out of the hands of criminals. We see these goals as completely compatible and complimentary. 

Myth 2: Mayors Against Illegal Guns opposes concealed carry permits. 

Fact: False. The coalition supports the right of cities and states to adopt their own concealed carry requirements – or have no restrictions on concealed carry at all (as is the case in Alaska and Vermont). What the coalition opposes is federal legislation (“the Thune Amendment”) that would override existing state laws and force states to accept permits from states with laxer standards. Mayors were joined in opposition to Thune by the International Association of Chiefs of Police and individual police chiefs from all over the country. For more information about the Thune Amendment, see: http://mayorsagainstillegalguns.org/html/federal/thune.shtml 
Myth 3: Mayors Against Illegal Guns is for “regulating gun shows out of existence.” 

Fact: False. The coalition has never called – and will never call – for shutting down gun shows. We know that the vast majority of people who organize, sell, and visit gun shows are responsible, law-abiding Americans. What Mayors Against Illegal Guns supports is requiring that all gun sales at gun shows go through a background check. Many states already require background checks for all gun sales at gun shows, including Colorado, Pennsylvania and Oregon. These required gun show background checks have not shut down gun shows in those states or ended sales by private collectors, but they have prevented criminals from buying guns. This proposal has received the bipartisan support from a majority of US Senators, including Senator McCain and Senator Voinovich – and recent poll found that 87% of Americans and 83% of gun owners support closing the gun show loophole. For more information about background checks at gun shows, see: http://mayorsagainstillegalguns.org/html/federal/gun_show.shtml 
Myth 4: Mayors Against Illegal Guns has lobbied Congress “against much-needed reform of the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (BATFE).” 

Fact: False. We strongly support reform of the ATF. Our coalition recently called for more funding for ATF to enforce laws already on the books. 

Myth 5: The Tiahrt Amendments, which Mayors Against Illegal Guns opposes, “protect the privacy rights of law-abiding gun owners and the safety of law enforcement personnel, and also protect gun manufacturers from reckless lawsuits.” 

Fact: False. The Tiahrt Amendments have restricted police access to gun trace data, which is critical to identifying patterns of illegal gun trafficking. That’s why reforming the Tiahrt Amendments has received overwhelming support from law enforcement: including, national groups like the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the National Sheriffs Association, and the International Brotherhood of Police Officers; more than 25 state and regional police groups; and over 200 police chiefs. Like the police groups, we support reforming the Tiahrt Amendments to give our officers the tools they need to do their jobs. Just this year, Congress is considering reforms about some of the restrictions on state and local police access to trace data access—a move that has the support of both the NRA and Mayors Against Illegal Guns. Read about it here: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0509/22406.html
 

FACT SHEET REGARDING INACCURACIES ABOUT MAYORS AGAINST ILLEGAL GUNS

 

      About Mayors Against Illegal Guns: 

o       The bipartisan coalition is comprised of more than 450 mayors, representing over 55 million people throughout the country, who are dedicated to making America’s cities safer by keeping guns out of the hands of criminals. 

o       The coalition was founded on the idea that protecting the Second Amendment and keeping guns out of the hands of criminals are completely compatible goals.  

      What does Mayors Against Illegal Guns Support?
o       The coalition is focused on:

         enforcing existing gun laws,

         closing gaps in the gun background check system, and 

         giving our law enforcement officers the tools they need to prevent the flow of illegal guns into our communities. 

o       The mayors in the coalition all agree that there is a need for common sense policies to prevent criminals from obtaining guns. 

         Tiahrt Amendment: Mayors Against Illegal Guns has worked vigorously to repeal the Tiahrt Amendment—restrictions on law enforcement access to critical crime gun trace data.

         Mental Health Gap: The coalition has supported legislation to ensure that the background check system prevents individuals with severe mental illness from being able to purchase guns—a measure that was unanimously passed by Congress. 

         Gaps in the Gun Background Check System: Mayors Against Illegal Guns  is continuing efforts to close several serious gaps in the gun background check background check system: 

        Gun Show Loophole: Allows criminals to buy guns at gun shows without having to pass a background check—a measure that has been supported by President Obama and Senator McCain. 

        Terror Gap: Allows suspects on terror watch lists to purchase guns. 

        Gun Dealer Fire Sales Loophole: Allows gun dealers who are shut down by the federal government for selling guns illegally to sell off their inventory without conducting background checks. 

        Employee Background Checks: Exempts gun dealers from subjecting their employees to background checks, even though federal law prohibits individuals with a criminal record or history of mental illness from buying or selling guns. 
         Thune Concealed Carry Reciprocity Amendment: Mayors successfully supported efforts to ensure that the federal government does not override states’ authority to decide whether to recognize carry permits from out-of-state residents who have criminal records or can not meet the in-state safety training requirements.

o       None of the coalition’s positions conflict with any individual’s rights under the Second Amendment. 

      Why am I a member of Mayors Against Illegal Guns?
o       As mayor, it is my responsibility to keep the streets of our city safe from gun violence. 

o       Mayors in the coalition will continue to fight against the flow of illegal guns into our cities while respecting our citizens’ rights under the Second Amendment.  

Statement of Principles

At the coalition's first summit, an initial group of 15 mayors met at Gracie Mansion in New York City to discuss strategies for stopping the flow of illegal guns into America's cities. Those mayors, along with every mayor who has since joined the Mayors Against Illegal Guns coalition, signed the following statement of principles.

Whereas: 30,000 Americans across the country are killed every year as a result of gun violence, destroying families and communities in big cities and small towns; and

Whereas: As Mayors, we are duty-bound to do everything in our power to protect our residents, especially our children, from harm and there is no greater threat to public safety than the threat of illegal guns;

Now, therefore, we resolve to work together to find innovative new ways to advance the following principles:

· Punish - to the maximum extent of the law - criminals who possess, use, and traffic in illegal guns. 
· Target and hold accountable irresponsible gun dealers who break the law by knowingly selling guns to straw purchasers. 
· Oppose all federal efforts to restrict cities' right to access, use, and share trace data that is so essential to effective enforcement, or to interfere with the ability of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms to combat illegal gun trafficking. 
· Work to develop and use technologies that aid in the detection and tracing of illegal guns. 
· Support all local state and federal legislation that targets illegal guns; coordinate legislative, enforcement, and litigation strategies; and share information and best practices. 
· Invite other cities to join us in this new national effort.
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